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which we may imbibe respecting the manner in which
America first became peopled.

Assume the ground that the human species does not
come of one common head, and the existence of the red
race is a problem no longer; but believe the word of the
Holy Bible, and it will remain a mystery till God wills
otherwise. In the mean time, we can but conjecture and
surmise; each person has a right to form his own opinion.
Some deduce from the writings of others, and others from
personal observation, and by making known the causes
which have led to the formation of his opinion, he will
add to the general mass of information which has been
and is gradually collecting, from which eventually more
certain deductions will be arrived at.

Taking the ground that the theory respecting the origin
of the human race tanght us in the Holy Seriptures is
true, I will proceed to express my humble opinion respect-
ing the branch of the human race from which originates
that particular type of the.aboriginal race of America
comprised by the term Algic or Algonquin, of which grand
family the Ojibway tribe, of whom I shall more particu-
larly treat, forms a numerous and important section.

During my long residence among the Ojibways, after
numberless inquiries of their old men, I have never been
able to learn, by tradition or otherwise, that they entertain
the belief that all the tribes of the red race inhabiting
America have ever been,at any time since the occupancy
of this continent, one and the same people, speaking the
same language, and practising the same beliefs and cus-
toms. The traditions of this tribe extend no further into
the past than the once concentration or coalition under
one head, of the different and now scattered tribes belong-
ing to the Algic stock.

We have every reason to believe that America has not
been peopled from one nation or tribe of the human family,



